Herpes simplex virus latency.
Herpes simplex virus type 1 (HSV-1) and type 2 (HSV-2) are ubiquitous human pathogens. They share with other herpesviruses the ability to establish lifelong latent infection of the host. Periodic reactivation from latency is responsible for most of the clinical disease burden of HSV infection. This review focuses on what we have learned from molecular studies in model systems of HSV latency, and the implications these findings have for treating recurrent HSV disease.